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learn that on one occasion Cecco's father paid him six
months' allowance in advance, in order that he might
proceed to the Marca d'Ancona, and join the suite of
a Papal Legate who was his patron ; which looks, after
all, as if the father had some care of his graceless son.
The story goes on to relate how Cecco (whom Boccaccio
describes as a handsome and well-bred man) was induced
to take with him as his servant a fellow gamester with
whom he had formed an intimacy purely on account of
the hatred which each of the two bore^his own father,
though in other respects they had little in common.
The result was that this fellow, during the journey,
while Cecco was asleep at Buonconvento, took all his
money and lost it at the gaming table, and afterwards
managed by an adroit trick to get possession of his
horse and clothes, leaving him nothing but his shirt.
Cecco then, ashamed to return to Siena, made his way,
in a borrowed suit and mounted on his servant's sorry
hack, to Corsignano, where he had relations ; and there
he stayed till his father once more (surely much to his
credit) made him a remittance of money. Boccaccio
seems to say in conclusion that Cecco ultimately had his
revenge on the thief.
Many both of Cecco's love-sonnets and hate-sonnets
are very repulsive from their display of powers perverted
often to base uses ; while it is impossible not to feel some
pity for theindications they contain of self-sought poverty,
unhappiness, and natural bent to ruin. Altogether they
have too much curious individuality to allow of their
being omitted here : especially as they afford the earliest
prominent example of a naturalism without afterthought
in the whole of Italian poetry. Then? humour is some-
times strong, if not well chosen ; their passion always
forcible from its evident reality : nor indeed are several
among them devoid of a certain delicacy. This quality
is also to be discerned in other pieces which I have not
included as having less personal interest; but it must
be confessed that for the most part the sentiments ex-
pressed in Cecco's poetry are either impious or licentious.
Most of the sonnets of his which are in print are here

